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Facts & Achievements 

e’s currently a Professor of Mathematics 
t the University of Calgary.  

riginally from Edmonton, his Bachelor of 
cience is from the University of Alberta.  

is Master’s is from Stanford University and 
is PhD is from Berkeley. 

ichael has a daughter and son who are 
lso great in math! 

In His Own Words 
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AAnnootthheerr  rreeaassoonn  ffoorr  yyoouu 
I have an interesting story for you.  I first realized that I had
a talent for math while I was in junior high school.  Our 
math teacher told us that it was impossible to trisect a line 
segment using only a straight edge and compass.  He was 
mistaken, and several of us proved him wrong.  In fact, 
what he meant to say is that it is impossible to trisect an 
angle.  Even more importantly, I thought Math was fun!  I 
enjoyed geometric construction and thought that my 
diagrams were quite attractive!  Going into university, I 
had a hard time choosing between physics, engineering 
and other sciences.  I discovered that mathematics was a 
common theme that tied all of these subjects together. 
 

AA  RReesseeaarrcchh  PPrroojjee
I’m in charge of an interesting project at the University of
differential Operator Theory & Seismic Imaging.”  POTSI 
geophysicists to create better ways of making images of th
and gas.  This is naturally an important need in the provin
can “see” what is underground by exploding dynamite on
sound waves that bounce off structures underground.  Wh
underground to record those sounds where they start, we
surface to record the tail end of the echoes.  We then use
sound waves are doing inside earth. 
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